
RENOVATION

PIECE
LEFT: Architect Paul 
Grenier, who homeowners 
Sylvie Ouellette and John 
Cammett enlisted to help 
transform their condo, 
appreciates a certain irony 
about the striking Caverhill 
building, constructed in 
1865, and converted into 
40 condo units in 2000. 
“It’s such a beautiful building 
and yet its original function 
was as a storage facility for 
farm machinery,” he notes. 
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ABOVE: Grenier replaced a wall that 
previously divided the living room and 
the home office beyond with a unique 
built-in bookcase flanked by simple 
columns, which echo the columns 
on the building’s exterior. All pewter 
pieces, candlesticks, Éclat d’Étain; sofa, 
Décor Daniel Pascal; side chair, Fraser 
Furniture; Jasper Conran china, Wilfrid 
& Adrienne.

A HISTORIC MONTREAL
CONDO IS GIVEN A DRAMATIC

STYLE OVERHAUL AND
INJECTED WITH EVOCATIVE 

CONTINENTAL VERVE.
Text by Katie Hayden

Photography by Angus McRitchie
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Love at first sight.
It’s a universal tale that homeowners never get tired of living 
— or telling. Certainly Sylvie Ouellette has an infectious love for 
her home, a passion that was sparked the moment she set eyes 
on this historic building in Old Montreal. “I felt it in my gut. 
I thought, ‘I’m going to live here — I know it,’” she says.  

Sylvie and her partner, John Cammett, admired the distinctive 
old world character of the Italian Gothic palazzo-style building, 
constructed in 1865. Tiers of arches stretch skyward shouldered 
by classical columns punctuated with embellishments like 
capitals and dentil moulding. “It’s absolutely stunning — ornate 
and a little bit baroque,” says Sylvie, a sales representative at a 
fashion jewelry company. 

In addition, the home boasted that most elusive of features in 
downtown Montreal: an appealing 12-by-30-foot terrace right off 
the living room. “We wanted outdoor space. John golfs, so he’s 
outdoors a lot, but I’m not,” she says.  

But there’s always a “but” in a love-at-first-sight story. Here, 
that was the condo’s interior. It was, Sylvie says, an “utter 
disappointment.” Finished in a late-20th-century loft style, the 
3,000-square-foot, two-storey space had stark white walls with no 
baseboards or crown mouldings, glossy blond wood floors, and 
small modern lighting that was dwarfed by the size of the rooms 
and 12- and 13-foot-high ceilings. “It blew me away that the 
architecture on the inside was so different from 
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“In this part of the city, the 
terraces are usually on the roofs, 
which isn’t practical. Living in 
a home with an adjoining terrace 
means I don’t feel trapped inside 

when I’m at home”

TOP LEFT: Homeowner 
Sylvie Ouellette. Barbara 
Barry sofa, Fraser Furniture.
LEFT: Vintage-style 
cabinetry and tilework 
bring the period look to 
life in the new kitchen. 
Celadon and white mosaic 
tiles laid in a checkerboard 
pattern over the stove and 
sink spice up the ceramic 
subway tile backsplash. A 
restaurant-style stove is 
a boon for entertaining. 

Wood-Mode kitchen, Cuisines 
Internationales; cookbook, 
Wilfrid & Adrienne.
OPPOSITE: In the kitchen, 
the sink’s charming backsplash 
pattern is repeated in the 
window blind and fabric lining 
some of the glass-fronted 
cabinets. A combination of 
oiled soapstone and stainless 
steel counters offers interest.
Faucet, Restoration Hardware; 
tea towels, Wilfrid & Adrienne.

   CONTINUED ON PAGE 124
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“In Old Montreal there are lots of 
little restaurants and boutiques and 

butchers and places to buy your bread…. 
And I’m a six-minute walk to downtown, 
to movies or shopping. I walk everywhere”



the outside,” says Sylvie.
Having overhauled the design of 

two previous condos, the couple knew 
they could make the changes they 
needed here. They sold their old condo 
furnished. “It was very liberating to 
start over,” Sylvie says.

A renovation challenge took shape: 
to reconcile the characterless unit with 
the beauty and drama of the exterior 
and to take the condo’s architecture 
back in time to a more classic era. 
Sylvie and John enlisted Paul Grenier, 
an architect John worked with through 
his business developing airport cargo 
facilities. The reno took seven months, 
from February to September 2004, 
with John’s colleague Martin Raymond 
acting as contractor for the project. 

While the floorplans remain 
virtually unchanged — just one wall 
was knocked down — the condo was 
essentially gutted and rebuilt. “The 
only thing we kept were the wood 
floors — and they were sanded and re-
stained a rich, dark brown with a satin 
finish,” Sylvie explains. 

The original entryway was badly 
designed, both practically and visually. 
The enclosed staircase broke up the 
open foyer into two areas, and its 
orientation was “sideways” — to reach 
it from the front door, you had to 
go around a closet box. Sylvie felt it 
would be more practical to have the 
stairs flow right from the front door. 
“Because the condo is entered on 
the lower level with the main living 
areas upstairs, we needed to use the 
architecture to draw people up,” 
Grenier explains. The dramatic new 
staircase, with a sculptural steel base, 
is as much an artful showpiece as it is 
a functional necessity.

In the dreary kitchen, the goal was 
“to modernize, but not in a modern 
language,” says Grenier. “The kitchen 
looked like it had come out of a kit,” 
says Sylvie. After a pantry was ripped 
out to enlarge the room, and a small 
window was added, the room was 
appointed with elegant traditional 

cabinetry. Dark oiled-soapstone 
counters are a rich period touch. 

The couple wanted to transform 
the principal bedroom into a more 
practical and up-to-date suite. “We 
wanted a bedroom that reminded us of 
a luxury hotel,” Sylvie says. The single 
walk-in closet and the hallway into the 
bath were gutted and reconfigured to 
create two separate, better-designed 
walk-in closets with more capacity. The 
overhauled bathroom now incorporates 
elegant dark wood cabinetry and a 
handsome wooden arch over the sinks. 

Once those rooms had been 
addressed, the homeowners and 
architect found themselves tackling 
additional projects. “As John said, ‘We 
kept biting off more and liking the way 
it tasted,’” Grenier says.
Upstairs, a large powder room 

was reworked so that it didn’t open 
directly off the dining room and was 
made smaller to accommodate a wine 
“cellar,” which also serves as a buffer 
between the powder and dining rooms. 
Two other bathrooms were updated, 
and a wall between the living room 
and home office was reimagined to 
open up the upper level.
In every room, modifications big 

and small artfully conjure a leisurely 
bygone era. Coffered ceilings evoke 
rich European architecture in the 
entry, and living and dining areas. 
High mouldings imbue rich period 
charm, as do simpler changes like new 
doors and crystal doorknobs. Bold 
columns, intricate panelling and a 
limestone face and hearth took the gas 
fireplace from a stark modern box to an 
elegant classic feature.

Perhaps the most striking alteration 
is the built-in in the living room that 
supplanted the wall between office 
and living area. Grenier designed an 
airy, two-sided bookcase flanked by 
simple columns. “We used a number of 
decorative elements to create senses of 
place and delineate functions within 
the open living space,” says Grenier.

The few period architectural 
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elements — like the wood-framed 
windows and exposed brick walls 
on the lower level — were preserved, 
though the brick was whitewashed in 
the bedrooms for an airier look.

By all accounts, Sylvie’s initial 
passion for the condo was warranted. 
“It’s now warm and welcoming,” she 
says. The couple, always enthusiastic 
entertainers, host now more than ever. 
They hold an annual Masters party for 
golf fans, and last summer saw the 
terrace play home to a lobster bake for 
15. “The condo has made me a real 
homebody!” laughs Sylvie. 
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exact specifications,” says Barnwell.
Barnwell chose a warm, neutral 

palette for the dressing room. The moss-
brown cabinets and crown moulding 
and the smoky taupe walls, continued 
in from the bedroom, give the space a 
sophisticated men’s club aesthetic. 

To offset the dressing room’s rich 
tones, Barnwell extended the light 
marble floors in the ensuite halfway 
up the walls where they meet mirrors 
that extend down from the ceiling 
on three walls. Despite the stone and 
mirrors, the room doesn’t feel cold; 
instead, the effect is bright, welcoming 
and spa-like. Luxe features like a rain 
showerhead in the walk-in shower 
and radiant heating under the floor in 
the bath add customized luxury. Deep 
crown moulding was added throughout 
for architectural detail.
The Verdict: The dressing room’s 
warm palette and handsome cabinetry 
coupled with the spacious bathroom’s 
luxurious amenities create a tranquil 
suite. Says Stuart: “All my future 
bathrooms will be modelled after this 
one. And the dressing room provides 
huge amounts of closet space in a 
relatively small area.” 


