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A CNCE-DARK KITCHEN IS
TRANSFORMED INTC A FAMILY-
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Before the ownel^S ",
th is  Montreal  house even pnt  in  a pnl r ;hase of fer  on
the property ,  they consul ted in ter io l  c les igner  Scot t
Yetman and archi tect  Todd Richards of  Grenier  +
Richards Archi tects to ensure that  thev r 'vould be able
to create the k ind of  dream k i tchen thev had in mincl .
The home had been olt 'ned by a large clorvntown
chnrch and had operated as i ts  manse for '40 years
before i t  was put  up for  sa le;  just  of f  the back of  the
house,  r , r ,here the k i tchen rvas located,  sat  an o ld
garage that cr,rt off the or,rtcloor space ancl blocked out
any natr.rral l ight. Richards and the prospective or,vner
-  an archi tect  hersel f  -  c lev ised a p lan to rnodi fv  the
old garage by s i r - rk ing i t  dor tn a storey and creat ing a
r,r,alk-out terrace (actually the roof of the ne,"r' garage)
f rom the k i tchen.  Once the hotrse was purchased,  t l ' re
renovat ion pro ject  got  underwav in earnest  and a more
cxpansive,  con-rp lete lv  neu,  k i tchen u l t imate lv
replaced the o ld one.

In keeping wi th the sty le of  the rest  of  the hor . rse,
t rac l i t ional  archi tect l r ra l  features l ike a cof fered
r ;e i l ing,  f rench c loors wi th leacled-g lass t ransoms and
lcr ; t  ssed-panel  cabinetr l ,  he lp g ive the space a h is tor- i r ;

OPPOSITE: The entire back wall
of the new kitchen is windows and
french doors, which flood the space
with southern light. Linen drapery
with a hidden heading can be closed
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for privacy or light control.
TOP RIGHT: One wall  in the
kitchen was fitted with traditional
glassed-in upper cabinets to act as a
china cupboard. Ultrasuede in a

butterscotch colour on the stools
is etsy to scrub clean. An antigue
Quebec pine buffet from a convent
provides more storage. Buffet,
Camlen Antiques.

BELOW: The range hood was
painted to match the cabinetry,
making it unobtrusive and allowing
the heirloom silver platters on the
adiacent shelves to stand out instead.
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aesther t ic .  But  thoroughly contemporary touches arc i r . t
abunclance,  too:  s t reaml inecl  faur ;ets  and hardware,
s leek l ight ing anr l  f loat ing shelves in  p lace of  the
tvpical  upper cabinets in ject  the space rv i th  er  t r r , r lv
21st- r ;entr . r ry  v ibe.

In addi t ion,  geometr ic  squares are a sul l t ly  recurr ing
theme, wi th sqr . rare cof fers in  the cei l ing.  square
recessed l ights . "v i th in the cof fers,  square knobs
moderniz ing the t r -adi t ional  cabinetry  and randon. t
l imestone squarcs and rectangles making up the f loor
pat tern.  A painted-wood range hood,  rat l . rer  than a
sta in less steel  one,  tones dorvn the industr ia l  aspect  o1 '
the c louble professional -s tv ie ranoe;  f loat ing shelves ot r
e i ther  s ide holc l  hei r loorn s i lver  p lat ters that  s tand iu
stark t ;ontrast  to  the chic ,  r , rndelstated sconce l ights
beloi.tr. In selecting floatir-rg shelves insteacl of upper'
cab ine ts  and  a  pa in ted  range  hood ,  t he  t eam has
successfu l l l '  " r .nacle the room a l i t t le  less k i tchen-y,"
the owner says.

The owners have three act ive chi ldren ranging in  age
from 2 to 7 and a Labrador letrierret, so dr-rrabil ity ancl
familv-friendlv features r,vere important considerations.
Because the hor . rse has no main- f loor  fami l l '  room, the
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owners wanted this to be a spot where the kids could
play or do homework during dinner prep. A lounge
area with a pair of comfy, oversized armchairs and
ottomans, an island with stools that pull up under its
edge and a long bench in the dining area more than
suffice to keep the kids nearby. The limestone floors
stand up to dog claws and have even weathered a few
bike laps around the island on occasion. An ornate
Spanish-style walnut table with a rustic, worn patina,
which came with the house, is described by the owner
as "indestructible" and was pressed into service as a
dining table. Yetman contends that even the sapphire-
blue Ultrasuede he chose for the bench upholstery is
"mustard- and peanut-butter-proof." The island's
countertop is solid mahogany treated to a water-
impervious finish, while the rest of the room's
counters are a tough, deep-green honed granite.

A new wall of south-facing windows on one side of
the L-shaped room means the space is cheerful even
on dull days, so the kitchen is usually a hub of
activity. And indeed, it deftly handles all the use the
family can dish out.
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